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wicked as himself.   His devout mother, Peregrina, never ceased weeping
and praying for his conversion, and one day said to him, with many sighs,
in the bitterness of her grief, " I see you are the wolf I saw in my sleep,"
giving him to understand that when with child of him she had dreamed
she was brought to bed of a wolf, which, running into a church, was
turned into a lamb.    She added that she and her husband had in a par-
ticular manner devoted him, while in the womb, to the service of God,
under the protection of the Blessed Virgin, and that, in consequence of
his being born not for them, nor for the world, but for God, a very different
kind of life from what he led was expected from him.   This discourse
made so strong an impression on his heart that he went immediately to
the church of the Carmelite friars, and having prayed there for some
time with great fervour before the altar of our Lady, he was so touched
by God that he took a resolution upon the spot to return no more to his
father's house, but to embrace the religious state of life professed in that
convent.   He was readily admitted in the year 1318, and after a novitiate
of a year and some months, during which he eluded the artifices of his
worldly companions, and resolutely rejected the solicitations of an uncle,
who sought to draw him back into the world, he made his solemn pro-
fession.    He never departed from the first fervour of his conversion.
He strenuously laboured to subdue his passions by extreme humiliations,
obedience even to the last person in the house, by silence and prayer;
and his superiors employed him in the meanest offices, often in washing
the dishes in the scullery.   The progress he made in learning, particularly
in the holy scriptures and in divinity, was very great.   In the year 1328
he was ordained priest;   but to prevent the music and feast which his
family had prepared, according to custom, for the day on which he was
to say his first mass, he privately withdrew to a little convent seven miles
out of town, where he offered, unknown, his first-fruits to God with
wonderful  recollection  and devotion.    After some time employed in
preaching at Florence, he was sent to Paris, where he studied three years,
and took some degrees.   He prosecuted his studies some time at Avignon
with his uncle, Cardinal Corsini, and, in 1332, returning to Florence,
was chosen prior of that convent by a provincial chapter.   God honoured
his extraordinary virtue with the gifts of prophecy and miracles; and the
astonishing fruits of his example and zealous preaching made him be
looked upon as a second apcstle of his country.  Amongst other miracles and
conquests of hardened souls was the conversion of his cousin, John Corsini,
*n infamous gamester; and the miraculous cure of an ulcer in his neck.
The Bishop of Fiesoli, a town three miles from Florence, being dead,
the chapter unanimously chose our saint to fill up the vacant see*   Being
informed of their proceedings, he hid himself, and remained w kmg
that the canons, despairing to find him, were going to